Exploring the College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework

Work together with your team to analyze the C3 Framework Indicators for Dimension 1
Developing Questions and Planning Inquiries (pgs 23-27) for your grade band: Middle School

grades 6-8. Reflect upon the indicators and your own background experience to brainstorm
how each may be applied in classroom practice. As you discuss the document, record
intended impacts on teaching and learning in the chart below. Highlight connections to TPGES
Framework for Teaching on the 3B-Questioning and Techniques page. Record group ideas on

large chart paper for gallery walk.

Impact on Teaching

Impact on Learning

Teachers will...

Students will...
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Developing

Questions

Dimension n

@ WANNINIE

N@

QUESTIONS AND THE DESIRE TO ANSWER THEM give life to inquiry
and thus to the C3 Framework. Questions arise from students’ innate curiosity about
the world and from their efforts to make sense of how that world works.

Central to a rich social studies experience is the
capability for developing questions that can frame
and advance an inquiry. Those questions come in
two forms: compelling and supporting questions.
Compelling questions focus on enduring issues and
concerns. They deal with curiosities about how things
work; interpretations and applications of disciplinary
concepts; and unresolved issues that require students
to construct arguments in response. In contrast, sup-
porting questions focus on descriptions, definitions,
and processes on which there is general agreement
within the social studies disciplines, and require stu-
dents to construct explanations that advance claims
of understanding in response.

Consider an example relevant to early elementary
students. A compelling question that students might
generate is, “Why do we need rules?” This question
reflects the two primary qualities of a compelling
question: (1) It reflects a social concern that students
find engaging; and (2) It reflects an enduring issue in
the field of civics. A teacher and her students might
take such a question in a number of directions, but
for curricular purposes, it makes sense to define some
parameters that give shape to the inquiry. Supporting
questions help define those curriculum parameters.
Examples of supporting questions include, “What
are some rules that families follow?” “What are some
school rules?” or “What classroom rules have you

The Inquiry Arc of the C3 Framework = 23



followed in the past?” Supporting questions, then,
help guide the development of an inquiry into a
compelling question.

The development of compelling and supporting ques-
tions is a sophisticated intellectual activity. Students,
particularly before middle school, will need consid-
erable guidance and support from adults to construct
questions that are suitable for inquiry. Beginning in
grade 6, students should be able to take increasing

responsibility for their learning so that by grade 12
they are able to construct questions and plan inquiries
more independently.

Questions are just the starting point for an inquiry.
To develop an inquiry, students will also determine
the data sources needed to help answer compelling
and supporting questions. The five indicators in
Dimension 1 describe the questioning and planning
skills needed to initiate inquiry.

CENTRAL to a rich social studies experience
is the capability for developing questions that
CAN FRAME AND ADVANCE AN INQUIRY.
Those questions come in two forms: compelling
and supporting questions.

Constructing Compelling Questions

The construction of compelling questions should
include the following Indicators, which are detailed

TABLE 5:

in the suggested K-12 Pathway for College, Career,
and Civic Readiness in Table 5.

Suggested K-12 Pathway for College, Career, and Civic Readiness

Dimension 1, Constructing Compelling Questions

BY. THE END OF'GRADE 5*

BY THE END OF/GRADE 2*

BY THE END OF GRADE 8 BY, THE END/OF GRADE 12

INDIVIDUALLY AND WITH OTHERS, STUDENTS CONSTRUCT COMPELLING QUESTIONS, AND ...

D1.1.3-5. Explain why compel-
ling questions are important
to others (e.g., peers, adults).

D1.1.K-2. Explain why the
compelling question is im-
portant to the student.

D1.2.3-5. Identify disciplinary
concepts and ideas associat-
ed with a compelling question
that are open to different
interpretaticons.

D1.2.K-2. Identify disciplinary
ideas associated with a com-
pelling question.

D1.1.9-12. Explain how a ques-
tion reflects an enduring issug
in the field.

D1.1.6-8. Explain how a ques-
tion represents key ideas in
the field.

D1.29-12. Explain points of
agreement and disagreement
experts have about inter-
pretations and applications
of disciplinary concepts and
ideas associated with & com-
pelling question.

D1.2.6-8. Explain points of
agreement experts have
about interpretations and ap-
plications of disciplinary con-
cepts and ideas associated
with a compelling question.

* Students, particularly before middle school, will need considerable guidance and support from adults to construct questions that are suitable for

inquiry.
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Constructing Supporting Questions

The construction of supporting questions includes suggested K-12 Pathway for College, Career, and Civic
the following Indicators, which are detailed in the Readiness in Table 6.

TABLE 6:  Suggested K-12 Pathway for College, Career, and Civic Readiness
Dimension 1, Constructing Supporting Questions

BY THE END OF GRADE 2= | "BYTHEENDOF GRADES® |  BY THE'END OF GRADE 8 | 'BY THE END OF GRADE 12

INDIVIDUALLY AND WITH OTHERS, STUDENTS CONSTRUCT COMPELLING QUESTIONS, AND ...

D1.3.K-2. Identify facts and D1.3.3-5. Identify the disci- D1.3.6-8. Explain points of D1.39-12. Explain points of
concepts associated with a plinary concepts and ideas agreement experts have agreement and disagreement
supporting question. associated with a supporting about interpretations and ap-  experts have about inter-
question that are open to plications of disciplinary con- pretations and applications
interpretation. cepts and ideas associated of disciplinary concepts and
with a supporting question. ideas associated with a sup-
porting question.
D1.4.K-2. Make connec- D1.4.3-5. Explain how D1.4.6-8. Explain how the rela-  01.49-12. Explain how
tions between supporting supporting questions help tionship between supporting supporting questions con-
questions and compelling answer compelling questions questions and compel- tribute to an inquiry and how,
questions. in an inquiry. ling questions is mutually through engaging source
reinforcing. work, new compelling and

supperting questions emerge.

* Students, particularly before middle school, will need considerable guidance and support from adults to construct questions that are suitable for

inquiry.

Determining Helpful Sources

The third set of Indicators for Dimension 1 is detailed and supporting questions, taking into consideration
in the suggested K-12 Pathway for College, Career, the multiple points of view represented in an argu-
and Civic Readiness in Table 7: Determine the kinds ment, the structure of an explanation, the types of

of sources that will be helpful in answering compelling  sources available, and the potential uses of the sources.

TABLE 7:  Suggested K-12 Pathway for College, Career, and Civic Readiness
Dimension 1, Determining Helpful Sources

BY THE/END OF GRADE 2 BY THE END/OF GRADE'S BY THE'END OF GRADE 8 BY THEIEND OF GRADE 12

INDIVIDUALLY AND WITH OTHERS, STUDENTS ...

D1.5.K-2. Determine the kinds D1.5.3-5. Determine the kinds D1.5.6-8. Determine the kinds D1.59-12. Determine the kinds

of sources that will be helpful of sources that will be helpful of sources that will be helpful of sources that will be helpful

in answering compelling and in answering compelling in answering compeiling and in answering compelling and

supporting gquestions. and supporting questions, supporting guestions, taking supporting guestions, taking
taking into consideration the into consideration multiple into consideration multiple
different opinions people points of views represented in ~ points of view represented
have about how to answer the  the sources. in the sources, the types of
questions. sources available, and the

potential uses of the sources.
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Questioning plays an important role in social stud-
ies as well as in the ELA/Literacy Common Core
Standards. Expectations for using questions to interro-
gate texts are consistently communicated in the ELA/
Literacy Common Core Standards. One of the key
design features of the ELA/Literacy Common Core
Standards is to emphasize research skills through-
out the standards. Specifically, the Common Core
Standards argue, “to be ready for college, workforce
training, and life in a technological society, students
need the ability to gather, comprehend, evaluate, syn-
thesize, and report on information and ideas, to con-
duct original research in order to answer questions”
(NGA and CCSSO, 20104, p. 4). The C3 Framework
elaborates on the emphasis of the ELA/Literacy
Common Core Standards on answering questions

by establishing specific Indicators for students con-
structing compelling questions to initiate inquiry and
supporting questions to sustain that inquiry.

Table 8 details connections between Dimension 1 and
the College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards
in the ELA/Literacy Common Core Standards. These
connections are further elaborated with examples.

Connections between the C3 Framework and
the College and Career Readiness Anchor
Standards. While the connections between the C3
Framework and the ELA/Literacy Common Core
Standards are comprehensive and consistent, three
CCR Anchor Standards (and their corresponding
grade-specific standards) within the ELA/Literacy

TABLE 8:

Common Core Standards

ELA/LITERACY CCR ANCHOR
STANDARDS CONNECTIONS

26 « C3 Framework

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS/LITERACY COMMON CORE
CONNECTIONS: DIMENSION 1

Common Core Standards have deeper connections
within Dimension 1.

Common Core Anchor Reading Standard 1 clearly in-
dicates the importance of evidence in framing and an-
swering questions about the texts students are reading
and researching. This crucial standard asks students
to Jook for “explicit” information lodged within the
body of the text as well as to draw “logical inferences”
based on what they read (NGA and CCSSO, 2010a, p.
10). Reading Standard 1 also expects students to “cite
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking

to support conclusions drawn from the text” (NGA
and CCSSO, 2010a, p. 10). The C3 Framework stresses
this focus on evidence by prioritizing a wide range

of inquiry-based activities that result in information
gathering on the part of students in response to plan-
ning and developing lines of inquiry.

Common Core Anchor Writing Standard 7 is particu-
larly relevant for posing questions as an initial activity
in research and inquiry in social studies. Writing
Standard 7 calls on students to base their research on
“focused questions, demonstrating understanding of
the subject under investigation” (NGA and CCSSO,
2010a, p. 18). The C3 Framework elaborates on the pro-
cess of developing questions by making distinctions
about the types of questions useful for initiating and
sustaining an inquiry, and by having students explain
how the construction of compelling and supporting
questions is connected to the disciplinary process of
inquiry.

Connections between Dimension 1 and the CCR Anchor Standards in the ELA/Literacy

Anchor Reading Standard 1
Anchor Writing Standard 7
Anchor Speaking and Listening Standard 1

SHARED LANGUAGE Questioning; Argument; Explanation; Point of View



Common Core Anchor Speaking and Listening
Standard I also has broad application for Dimension 1.
Speaking and Listening Standard 1 calls on students to
“prepare for and participate effectively in a range of
conversations and collaborations with diverse part-
ners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their
own clearly and persuasively” (NGA and CCSSO,
2010a, p. 22). Dimension 1 asks students to engage in
the sophisticated intellectual activity of constructing
compelling and supporting questions. Students,
particularly before middle school, will need consider-
able guidance and support from adults and peers to
construct suitable questions for inquiry. Such guidance
and support will play out through conversations and
collaboration. Learning in social studies is an inher-
ently collaborative activity, and Speaking and
Listening Standard 1 is thus especially relevant in
Dimension 1.

A student’s ability to ask and answer questions when
reading, writing, and speaking and listening is an
important part of literacy and represents a founda-
tion for learning in social studies. Throughout the

C3 Framework, students are expected to practice and
improve the questioning skills specified in the ELA/
Literacy Common Core Standards. In Dimension 1 of
the C3 Framework, students turn to questions as a way
to initiate and sustain inquiry, and connect these ques-
tioning literacies to those suggested by ELA/Literacy
Common Core Writing Standard 7. In alignment with
the Common Core Standards, the C3 Framework
views the skill of asking questions and the desire to
answer them as being so fundamental to the inquiry
process that inquiry cannot begin until students have
developed questioning skills.

The questioning skills emphasized in the C3
Framework reflect the academic intentions of the

disciplines that make up social studies and the special
purposes of social studies as preparation for civic life.
Social studies teachers have an important role to play
in supporting students as they develop the literacy
questioning skills found in the ELA/Literacy Common
Core Standards, and can do this most effectively
through helping their students learn the habits and
skills needed to conduct inquiry in social studies and
to live productively as democratic citizens.

Shared Language. The ELA/Literacy Common
Core Standards closely align with the Indicators in
Dimension 1. In places, the connections between the
Common Core Standards and the C3 Framework
Indicators are so close that the same language is used.
The concept of questioning is part of this shared
language, but in addition, the terms argument, ex-
planation, and point of view are consistently used in
both the ELA/Literacy Common Core Standards and
Dimension 1,

The ELA/Literacy Common Core Standards em-
phasize questioning as a mechanism for supporting
reading and as a tool to prompt research. The C3
Framework emphasizes the use of questioning as a
prompt for disciplinary inquiry. A unique distinction
is made in the C3 Framework between compelling and
supporting questions. This distinction is closely tied

to the types of thinking and student-generated prod-
ucts that result from inquiry. In distinguishing these
products, the C3 Framework utilizes the distinction
between argumentation and explanation as described
in ELA/Literacy Common Core Writing Anchor
Standards 1 and 2. Thus, by design, compelling ques-
tions lead to arguments, and supporting questions lead
to explanations.

The Inquiry Arc of the C3 Framework ¢ 27






'S)NSBS uBAaUN YIMm
‘p4E3Y 218 SUBPN)S Ing “J3yjoue duo 0] puadsas 03 way
150w jey) aunsua o) saidajelys jo afuel a8eJNodUa 03 pue UOISSNISIP 343 U)
'U0ISSNISIP BY) U| pleay Jie 5330 e 3uriojdwa ‘UOISSNISIP Y3 Ul Sjuapn3s s1uapnis jje afedua o3 sydwane 13Ydea] ‘uU0ISSNISIP
I8 18Y3 2INSUS SBAjasWaLY] SJUapnis  » 1sow sadedud Alinyssasans Jayoea) "PIAIOAU] BJE 341 21RUILIOP SIUSPNIS MBY Y »
'SUOIINQLIIUOD ajeudoidde uaym apise Jwiddays SIU3PNIS M3y e Ajuo Ing ‘Buipue)siapun ‘SI3MSUE pue suopsanb
Pa1dIj0sun ayew pue ‘saidoy aeniul pue puodsal 03 sjuapnis 1oy awn pue Supjuiyl Juapnys ayowoid Ile Suieipaw Jayoeal ay) yum ‘3lA15
‘suonsanb Auew S1eNwuoy Sluapnls W @jenbape 3uipiaoud ‘syuapms Suowe 0} paudisap suonsanb awos ey uone;as Ajjueuiwopald s sjuapnis
‘uoniudonelsw uoISSNISIp auinuas e sajeasd JaYdea| .« 0} sidwalie Jayoes) Ayl ‘Ajpaleuwially . Pue Jayoea) usamiaq uondesdju|
3lowoud pue ‘351n02$1p pue Jupuiyn ‘Buipuejsiapun pue Junjuiyy sjowoad ‘adueape “uoIss32INs
[8A31-Y81Yy saueape ‘Ajaaniugon sluapnis 01 paufisap suonsanb sjuapnys u1 pauiuialep AjJuiwass siamsue pide.s uj passe ale pue ‘sasucdsal
a3uajjeyd 01 sydwoud Jo suonsanb 23 syse ays 1o ay ‘suonsanb janaj-mo) Y ‘Asinbuy yo yied aj8uis e yinoayy 1994100 318u1s 3nnbay “a8usjeys
0 531135 JO A1ajieA B $35N JBYIRI) 3wos asn Aew 1ayrea) ayy ydnoyyy - SJuUapmis peaj suonsanb s Jsydea) e | aaiudon MO| JO aue suonsanb s Jayoea) e
Aiojduiaxy Paysijdwoioy bujdojanag anizraffauy

‘1y3ne} uasq aney s||ps 95343 1843 80UapIA3 BpIn0id ‘suoissnsIp dnosd [lews
ULIO *SSBJD |3 SY3 Ul JBYYI2 ‘SIUBPNIS WOy suansanb [243|-ydy ‘3104313 05 Op 03 MOY pauses) SABY 3N A3y} ‘suonsanb [3aa)-ySiy a1e|nuLio) oy SIU3PNJs 10§ 13pJ0 U)
“uAuodwod sy o jied pasapisuod 2q Aew sdnoud |jews sy Uy UOISSNIsIp pue suonsanb s jusapms ay) Jo Alljenb auyy “yiom dnous-jlews ui yuapnys Suimjonu

SUOSS3| Ul ‘uoippe u| - Y e1e aq 0} padpnl a2q J0uued Juauodwoa Sl Uo aduewiopad s 43D} ay) ‘Uoissnastp sy ) sledidiiied syuspnis may e Auo ng ‘jana}
« PJ80q U0, 5] SSBJD 3} Ul BUOAIRAR 1BY) BINSUS 0] 40 ‘MajAal B 3pino.d 01 88uB)jeya aAIUB0D MO JO suolsanb JO SBL3S B Yylm

wdaq 3ysiw sayoes) e ‘aidoy e Suuojdxe uaym ‘s jeyy ‘[2A3] Yy3iy e 1e pajes aq 0} 2duBWIOLRd 5,194083) B J0) J3p.0 Ul 193] aapudod Yy 3e aq 1snw suonsanb lie 10N
"S3AISWALY s3UBPNIS Ayl Ag paejnuiioy

suonsanb uo paseq aq Aew SUDISSNOSIp 3say | Julpuelsiapun 11ay) puajxs pue uadasp 01 afengue| umo 41343 Buisn ut pue sanssi Juepoduw) ug S1Uapnis ||e udelus
‘PelRWIUE BB SUOISSNISIP SSB|D "S3UIPNYS Aq Bupjuiyy ajowosd oy Ajsy st “lejnuiiog-uou Butaq ‘uolisanb ay ‘sesuodsaa 1931100 0 Bquinu pajiw| sey uonsanb e uaym
U3A3 "sJamsuUe 3y} mowy Jou op A3yl yoiym 1oy suonsanb asod 03| 5134083} 3A1123)4] "|eLRlew x3|dwoa Jo s8uIpueIsIapUN MBU B BALLE pue ‘Palejalun 3q 03 panaljaq
Ajsnolazad sjuana o sydssuos Suowe SUORJ3UL0T 3L 03 Juapn)s a3elnodua suonsanb Ajjenb -y8iH ‘seap) 1343 o asn uiyew pue sasuodsal juapnis uodn Suipjing pue
01 Supuodsal je 1dape Ajjlenadsa ale $J3Ydea) 3A103Ya ‘panjen ale suonsanb o} sasuodsal SIU3PNIS "sMILA pjay Ajsnotaaud aSusijeyd so ‘SUOIDBUUCD Bxewl ‘sasayjodAy
238|NWLIO} 0} SJUBPNYs duALl Aay) Jeys Aem e yans u paweyy ‘suontsanb yusBianuoa se [jam se 1uUadiaAIp 95N si9YIR] poog ‘zinb 1BQJaA € 1o uone)19a. se Juiaias uey)
43Y31es pasn Juiaq ase Buipuelsiapun Juspnys usdaap o3 sanbiuyaay se pasn ale uoissnasip pue Suiuonsanb jeys Juepoduwi sy j1omawtely ayy Ul ing adndeud siaydesy
01 3auelodw) [eiuad Liay) syd8yal Joey SI41 "Bulydea) 1o) ylomauwey) a4} ut 0 pauiteyas Ajjeoyioads saiSajens |BUONDNIISUE AjUO 3y3 B.1e uoISSNIsSIp pue Buiuonsany

uoniedinniey
juspnmg -

sanbiuyda
uo1ssNIsIg -
suonsany jo Apjeny .

sanbjuysay
uoIssnasiq pup
Buguonsanp - gg

uonINASY| g ueWwoQ




W8T HIBUM,, SSYSEJUIPNIS Y e

L6100 S1Y) 2un3Yy 1y3iw

dM MCY B3PI I1BYI0UE SARY BUOAUE
$90(,, :51U8PNIS JBYI0 JO SHSE JUAPNISY

“

' 95NEIAQ SIY) U0 NOA YIm BaITE | yuIy)
1,U0p |, :9]eLISSED B O] SABS JUAPNISyY e
LA3msue sy a8 0] asey)
aie SAem AUBLU MOH,, 'SHSEIUBPNISY =

'SSED 3J11UB Ayl 0}
SEAP! J13Y] 134J0 01 M3} B $3)IAU) J3YIe3)
ay1 “Jaupted e yum 31 aleys uayy pue
Isuodsal jaug e alum 0] SIUIPNIS 3yl Jo
yoea Bupise pue uonsanb e Juisod BN
"Alelp 03 Ajpoaap spuodsau

I3eYDIA PUB jeap) s Alely UO JUBLLIWOD
NOA ued ‘|aeydIA, ‘SASE Jaydes) ay)
IR

31NqLIUeI 1YFiw yuiyl noA s8uiy) awos
1B IBYAN,, SB YINS ‘suoiisanb Fupyse

Ul w0y [eunid ayy sasn usyoeay ayy
~£82uapuadspul

10} Jem uedBWY 3} Ul pajleaald

10U pey $351U0J02 3Y1 4 pauaddey

aney Jysiu Jeym,, (SYSe JalIeal ayy

13423} 3y3 03 Ajpzaup

JUBWIWC) e $33EW 10 puodsas Jou Saop
[9BYDIN ING ;i eapi §,AJRIA UC JUBLIWIOD
NOA UBI [3BYDIN, 1SHSE JaYIeD) By |
'SIUBLILIOD 13))0 SJUBPNIS

324y [ensn ay) Ajuo Ing ,isiyy Jnoge
B3PI UB SBY OYMN,, 1S)SE JaYyDes) ay)
«£343Y)

aJe sanjeluasalday Jo asnoy ay)

10 sJaquiaw Auew moH,, se yans ‘adA)
LHOIBIDAL, BY} JO aJe sucnsanb Auepy

“dn spuey 113y3 aney oym

SJuspNis uodn AJuo sjjed Jaydea) Ay,
11 3uipeal Aq puodsai

S1UBPNIS !pJeOq 3Y] UO SI JIMSUE ay]
Yaiym Joj suolisanb e syse Jaydeal sy
LA X E SLIBYM,, Se yons adAy
4UONBNIAY, BY] JO 3ue Suoisanb jpy

sajdwox3 ajqissod

"uoISSNISIP € Buunp salewsse(

4134} WO} SJUBWIWOD 3)IAU) SJUBPNIS
M Juiyduua

‘UDISSNDSIP 3] PUBIXI SIUBPNIS e
‘suonsanb

J3pio-Jaysiy s1eniuL S1UAPNIS e

: paysydwodse,,

J0 5311s181DEIEYD DY) O] UCHIppeE u)

'uoIssnasip

21 ul adedua Ajaanoe syuapnis Auepy
"1a21un|oa

Alleniun 1 uop oym asol uana
'S1UBPNIS 150W U §)|e3 J3yIea] ay L
“JByaeal ayl Aq

uopneipaw 3uloduo INoYLM J3LJ0ue U0
0] }[B} 0} SIUIPNIS B|RUD SUDISSNISIC]
‘suonsanb 03 sasuodsas Juapnys

uo sp|Ing A|aA10a))a Jaydes) 3y

B

HEM JO 35N BAIIDDYYR SBYEW Jaydea) ay|
‘siamsue 3|qissod 3jdinw

134J0 JO/pue yuiy) 0] SJuUdpPNIS SuniAw
‘suonsanb papua-uado sasn saydea)

“UQISSNISIp
3yl ui ajedoiied Ajlen1ae may e Ajuo
INq ‘sjuapnis Auew uo s|es Jaydea)

‘pucdsal syuapnis

M3J1NQ ‘SE3P! S, J3YIOUE 3UC 03 APTaup
puodsas 03 SJUIPNIS $3)IAUL IBYIRS] By
‘PIA[OAUL

3Jg S1U3PNIS JO JAGUINU [[ewWsS e Ajuo Ing
‘Bupjuiyy Juapnis ajowoad o3 paudisap
SU0ISaND BWwos sawely Jaydea|

"UCISSNISIP
341 31BUILIOP SIUIPNI§ M3y
“l3yjoue 3uo 01 Apadip yeads

0] pPallaul JOU 3Je S1UBpNIs ‘S1u3pnis
pUE 132e3] UIZMI] SI UDISSNISIP ||y
Jujuiyy

1UapNIs 331AUI JOU OP SUCHISIND
‘Jamsue

1221402 3(8uIs & y3m 1uadianuod

pue ‘aay-pidedt ase sucnsanp

S3INqLY (034310




