From: Kidwell, Karen - Director, Division of Program Standards 
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2014 8:40 AM
Subject: Seeking Social Studies Teachers to Draft New Standards!

Please share with colleagues that may be interested in this opportunity! 

Greetings,

Following is a link to the candidate application for those wishing to provide support in drafting the new Kentucky Core Academic Standards for Social Studies:  Social Studies Standards Writing Team Member Application.  Candidates are asked to carefully and thoughtfully consider the criteria for success, as well as the dates contained in the application. Plans for standards development call for a draft to be presented to the Kentucky Board of Education in the fall of 2014. This accelerated timeline is one that will require any participants to commit whole heartedly to the process and the deadlines set out below.  The need for completion is driven by Senate Bill 1 which required all state standards to be revised. 

The new Kentucky Core Academic Standards for Social Studies will be developed by Kentucky educators for Kentucky educators. Work has already begun on this development and has been progressing since late spring 2013. The initial standards revision and advisory team, composed of key stakeholders and experts from around the state, has brought this massive task to the point where development will need to be continued in smaller teams. The new standards will be informed by a document called the College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies. The C3 Framework is not a set of standards, but rather designed to assist states in updating, revising, or reinventing their state social studies standards. 

When the standards are drafted, there will be a public comment period both before and after they are presented to the Board. KDE realizes that any new set of standards carries a lot of emotional and professional angst. While it is not possible to have every teacher in the state write or reach total consensus around a set of standards, it is our goal and hope that Kentucky will create a solid, defensible, world-class set of standards that moves social studies back into the core of knowledge critical to creating college and career readiness in all our students.  

This application process opens the tasks of writing and revision to additional social studies experts across the state in a transparent and open manner. The application deadline for this project is 4:00PM on May 7, 2014.  All applications received by the deadline will be blindly reviewed by a committee of education and content experts and ranked according to the criteria listed below; applications completed after the deadline will not be reviewed.  Finalists will be notified no later than May 30, 2014. 

	
	Criteria for a Social Studies Standards Writing Team Member

	Knowledge
Conceptual understanding of information, theories, principles, and research


	· Knowledge of the C3 Framework
· Knowledge of Literacy Standards

· Knowledge of 21st Century Skills

· Clear understanding of the difference between standards and curriculum

· Experience in planning and/or teaching multiple Social Studies subjects and/or grade levels

· Experience in planning or design in a collaborative setting

· Leadership roles and responsibilities

	Attitudes
Beliefs about the value of particular information or strategies
	· Values each participant and his/her various views
· Values collaboration as well as a hard work ethic

· Embraces a visionary outlook

· Regards student-centered learning as most effective

	Skills
Strategies and processes to apply knowledge


	· Knowledgeable of and functional in detailed writing
· Adept at listening to and valuing others in a group setting

· Able to manage multiple tasks in a dynamic, deadline-driven environment

· Possesses organization and time management skills

· Exhibits open-mindedness and flexibility but able to solve problems

· Able to intervene at appropriate times

	Aspirations

Desires, or internal motivation, to engage in a particular practice

	· Desires to work innovatively
· Supports skills integration for future preparedness

· Aspires to influence future assessments

· Wants to improve his/her content area 

	Behaviors
Consistent application of knowledge and skills


	· Exhibits patience and persistence, while participating in productive struggles
· Remains impartial

· Listens attentively but actively participates in discourse

· Ensures that multiple perspectives are considered

· Undertakes tasks in a methodical and timely manner


At this time, KDE anticipates the need for approximately 30-40 participants representing diverse locations, grade-levels taught and social studies content knowledge to move this work forward. A daily stipend will be provided along with reimbursement for all travel, overnight stays and meals for accepted applicants. Before considering your application, please note that you will be required to be available on any or all of the following dates (at a minimum):  June 19th and 20th, July 10th and 11th, and July 17th. Writing teams will convene regionally to minimize travel as much as possible. 

Thank you for your consideration and involvement in this process.  

Additional questions may be directed to: Jennifer Fraker at Jennifer.fraker@education.ky.gov
Karen Kidwell
Director, Division of Program Standards

Office of Next Generation Learners

Kentucky Department of Education
500 Mero Street, 18th Floor
Frankfort, KY 40601-1972
(502) 564-2106 FAX (502) 564-9848 
Karen.Kidwell@education.ky.gov
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=31238251&trk=nav_responsive_tab_profile" Karen Meredith Kidwell
Keep up with KDE’s social media channels!

“Like” KDE on Facebook: www.facebook.com/kydeptofed
Follow KDE on Twitter: www.twitter.com/kydeptofed
