
 
 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 
Annotation 

Focus 4 The writer responds to all parts of the prompt and argues in a clear and 
consistent manner that Alexander is deserving of his title, “The Great.” 

Reading/Research 4 The writer clearly demonstrates that the topic has been researched 
thoroughly through the use of details, specific examples, and quotes from 
the reading. The evidence presented throughout the paper is focused and 
helps to develop a coherent argument. 

•   But most astonishingly, he crushed Darius and his army of 200,000 
at Gaugamela… 

•   This leadership style known to be the “most effective of all styles 
because it communicates a sense of common purpose…” 

•   As well as Napoleon, Julius Caesar also felt anxiety to being 
compared to the… 

Controlling Idea 4 The writer presents the argument with a clear thesis, and the view presented 
therein is woven throughout the essay: Overall Alexander the Great is 
deserving of his title for many broad reasons. The writer addresses an 
opposing viewpoint in the first body paragraph and effectively argues the 
point: Those who believe Alexander isn’t great say, ‘His father, Phillip II, 
left him the best army in the Greek world. However, if you give a Nascar 
driver the fastest car, that doesn’t mean he will know how to use it and will 
always win.’ The writer addresses another opposing view in the third body 
paragraph and responds to that argument as well. The writer also references 
other leaders like Napoleon and Hitler and compares them with Alexander. 

Development 4 The writer crafts a convincing argument and develops it with the use of 
research, examples, and reasoning.   The explanation of how much land 
Alexander actually controlled is made clear in its relevance to today’s 
geography: Since Alexander vanquished  every opponent he faced, 
he conquered much land. Within the short period of 13 years, Alexander 
conquered territories from the Mediterranean Sea all the way to India. 
Today that means he would of taken over Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, 
Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan and most of India, which is the entire 
Persian Empire. 

Organization 4 The essay is logically organized.  The thesis statement sets up the 
organizational structure for the essay as follows: Alexander was truly great 
because he was “the greatest military commander,” he “conquered large 
portions of land,” and he “had magnificent leadership skills.” The writer 
moves fluidly through each point, using effective transitions to guide the 
reader between point and counterpoint:  “First of all...”; “Along with 
that…”; “Nevertheless….” 

Conventions 3.5 The writer demonstrates a solid command of Standard English. The tone of 
the essay is effective and appropriate.  The writing could be improved by the 
use of citations within the text as well as an accurately formatted 
bibliography. 

Content 
Understanding 

4 The writer demonstrates a deep understanding why Alexander is considered 
“great.”  Relevant research is provided alongside detailed explanations that 
support the thesis.  The writer understands that having a large army does not 
necessarily guarantee great leadership. 

 
This student would benefit from feedback, discussion, and/or instruction in the following areas: 

 
•   Self and peer editing and to prevent basic grammatical errors (i.e. spelling, punctuation, spacing, 
omission of words, repetition). 

 
•   Use of parenthetical citations to cite evidence and proper formatting and punctuation in 
bibliography.


